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You Want Me to Forgive Who?

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. (Matt. 6:12)

C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) rightly said that We all
agree that forgiveness is a beadutiful idea until we
have to practice it. How true! Who doesn't want others
to forgive them for offenses committed? Nobody is
perfect and we all know we will hurt others in some
way or at some time. And yet how hard is it for
someone to simply admit their faults and say, “I'm
sorry!” To practice forgiveness, as Jesus taught, is to
release a debt. That means someone who hurts me
owes me something. We may simply want an
apology, or we may want full restitution for what we
lost. However much the offender owes, forgiveness
stamps an emphatic “cancelled” on the debt.
Forgiveness is a beautiful idea that is difficult to do.

Some people might even say they are
struggling with a “crisis of forgiveness” when they
need to let a hurt go. Forgiveness is a crisis because
there is a lot at stake that needs to be addressed in a
timely manner. Nobody is happy when others owe
them debts. But the damage that is often done is to
the one who sustains the offense. Anger, resentment,
and bitterness build up over time like a cancer,
choking the emotional and spiritual health of the host.
The crisis reaches a fever pitch when plotting and
exacting revenge. The offender becomes an object of
our wrath where one is even willing to harm them.

That's why Christ's followers need to work out
relational hurts and issues of forgiveness in prayer.
When Jesus teaches his disciples to pray about
forgiveness before God he is directing his followers to
a basic truth: those who forgive others show they
have received forgiveness. No person will be whole
apart from God's love and acceptance that comes via
forgiveness through Christ's sacrifice on the Cross.
And those who do not receive forgiveness from God
will find difficulty forgiving others or themselves.
That's how God's grace works—we receive it and
pass it on.

Is God calling you back to him in prayer to do
the hard work of forgiving someone? Take a moment
now to release that debt to him as you think about the
debts you owe to God that have been released.
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