God’'s Love and Our Love
(1 John 4. 7-21)

1. Love Defined
’Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been bom of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. . (vss. 7-8)

2. Love's Sacrifice

?This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son info the world that we might live
through him. '°This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. ' Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought o love one another. '2No one
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us...(vss.
9-12)

3. Love's Value

'8 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from
the empty way of life handed down fo you from your forefathers, '? but with the precious blood of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter 1:18-19)

4, Love's Application

?We love because he first loved us. 2 If anyone says, "l love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 2!
And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. (vss. 19-21)
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