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The Paradox of Brokenness & Wholeness

In 2 Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat was
facing a life-threatening situation. Three armies
combined to attack his nation of
Judah. Jehoshaphat was so frightened that he
cried to God for help, saying, “O our God, will
you not judge them? For we have no power to
face this vast army that is attacking us. We do
not know what to do, but our eyes are upon
you.” (2 Chronicles 20:12) But kings usually
don’t admit their powerless and pray like
this. King Jehoshaphat was actually praying
from his inner brokenness. This is not just rare
in Biblical days but also in today’s
church. Many spiritual people of today would
find this kind of vulnerability so uncomfortable
that they would pray to God on the outside but
actually speak to men: “Well, God. Situation is
not good but I thank God for giving me spiritual
wisdom and experience. 1 know what I'm
going to do and I will overcome the situation.”

In our upbringing, we learn to protect ourselves
and naturally have developed our own
sophisticated strategies to hide our brokenness,
flaws and weaknesses. As | search my own
heart, I don’t want other people to see parts of
our real self: a weak, incompetent, angry and
jealous sinner. But man like Jehoshaphat
showed me how | can only find peace and
strength from God through
brokenness. Without admitting the real me,
there won’t be complete healing and help from
God. Moreover, when we admit our
weaknesses without denying in front of people,
God can bring healing to other people through
us. Brokenness becomes the starting point of
experiencing the transforming power of God
and building up an authentic Christian
community (small group). 1It’s such a
paradoxical statement that through brokenness,
God can bring wholeness to us as individual
and community. But it’s the truth from God
that we should come to God with our
brokenness.
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