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Monday, September 28, 2009 is Yom Kippurs — Day
of Atonements for the Jews. This is the beginning of
their civil year, starting from the Day of the Trumpet,
Day of Atonements (Yom Kippurs), and Feast of the
Tabernacles, as instructed by YHWH. (Leviticus 16:1-
34; 23:24-43; & Numbers 29:1-40). All the rituals in
offerings and sacrifices typified Jesus Christ, the Son
of God who is the “Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29). Unfortunately, while the
Jews are doing so and longing for the arrival of their
Messiah, by their own rejection of Jesus the Nazareth,
they rejected the very One that God hath provided for
them and ultimately God Himself.

We Christians, as followers of Jesus, all knew and
accepted what Christ has accomplished for us on the
Calvary Cross. He shed His blood, atoned for our sin,
paid the ransom and delivered us from God’s wrath.
So what is the teaching from these Old Testament
passages intending for us?

On this day, God wants His people to get serious
about sin, “deny yourselves” (NIV); or “humble
yourselves” (NKJV). This means fasting and the
confession of sin. This is exactly what the present day
church need to heed, and CBMC is no exception.

Vance Havner observed, “Repentance is almost a lost
note in our preaching and experience, and the lack of
it is filling our churches with baptized sinners who
have never felt the guilt of sin or the need of a
Savior.”1

Indeed, we have just celebrated our 10th
Anniversary — we witnessed and testified God’s
abundant grace upon CBMC. Grace is something we
do not deserve and it is the gift of God. However let
us not to forget our shortcoming in the past as well as
those in our daily lives. For a hurt or a wound to be
healed, first it has to be recognized, we need to repent

and seek the forgiveness and healing of our Lord Jesus.

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double minded. Lament and mourn and
weep! ... Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and He will lift you up” (James 4:8-10, NKJV).

1 Wiershe, W.W. Be Holy. An Old Testament Study-Leviticus; Wheaton lII:
Victor Books; 1994.
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