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September 13, 2009

A Decade of Renewal

There is a Chinese saying, ‘In human affairs there are multiple renewals within a decade’. When
we look back at our church history this past decade, by the grace of God we also experienced
renewal in different aspects. These renewals show our church is growing continuously and the
Lord we trust is One who always acts in new wonders and new things. We receive new grace from
Him every day.

Renewal of our church facilities

In the year 1999, when our church first began, we rented facilities from an American church for
worship and Sunday school meetings in every Sunday afternoon. Since we were the tenant there
were restrictions imposed on the use of the church’s facilities. In 2001, through the leadership
and encouragement of the late Rev. Fred Cheung, by faith we bought the existing main building
for church assembly under the guidance of God. Not only this but within a year or so we bought
the adjacent properties one by one in a sequential manner. Suddenly the church changed from
being a tenant to a landlord. This change has laid down a favorable foundation for the future long
term development of the church.

Renewal of our church staff

The Lord did prepare a full church staff team under the leadership of Rev. Cheung to serve the
church in the early days. As time passed, the Lord revealed His unique plan and guidance for each
staff member and now we have a brand new team serving the church today. The addition of new
staff members shows that our God cares for the needs of His people, and in due time He will raise
up new servants pleasing to His heart to minister in the church. From generation to generation we
will accomplish the work that the Lord entrusts to us. Even though the face of the servants may
change, the presence of the Lord will never change.

Renewal of our church congregation

In the beginning, the church congregation was mainly composed of young adults and college
students with a few children and adults. As the gospel ministry developed, the Lord has brought
in people of different ages and backgrounds. On top of this our young people matured and
changed their status through marriage and parenthood. Now we have greater diversity among the
congregation. We have a substantial number in every age group: infants, children, youth, college
students, working young adults, young couples, adults and even middle aged or retired adults.
Such a change caused our church to be more like a big family so that we may learn how to
communicate and care for our family members of different ages.

Renewal of our church ministries

In the last decade we have been upholding the vision that the pastors and the congregation first
received before the Lord: to uplift the teaching of the Bible, to shepherd people through small
groups, and to preach the gospel locally and afar. This has always been the basis and the blue-
print in structuring our church ministries. Although we didn’t start many new ministries in the
past decade, we faced many changes in leadership. The rapid changes in the needs of the
congregation also challenged the leaders to adapt often in their ministries in order to respond to
these changes. For example, the children’s ministry is one which has changed and grown rapidly.
Ten years ago there was only one worker to take care of a few children. Now we have tens of
workers in different divisions serving close to a hundred infants and children. They need to take
up the responsibility of caring and teaching. The task is truly great.

These renewals in the church signify that we are a lively and vital spiritual group growing every
day. Let each one of us, and the church as a whole, have spiritual renewal when we celebrate the
twentieth anniversary in order to glorify our Heavenly Father!



