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Our theme for this year is “Jesus says, ‘Come to Me,
and you shall have rest.”” We have special messages
on this, camps and events supposingly in response and
support to this theme. Come July, we have past the
half-way mark of the year, how far or how near are
you getting to Jesus? How much and how often you
have enjoyed the rest in Jesus? Have we rendered this
theme in becoming a slogan, an unattainable dream
and an exasperating struggle?

In John 5:39-40, Jesus says, “You search the
Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you
are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have
life.”

Jesus had just healed a man who had been sick for 38
years by the pool of Bethesda. It was on a Sabbath day,
and thus the Jews and their leaders were agitated to an
extent wanting to kill Him (John 5:1-15). These Jews
were not at all ignorant to their Bible, they searched
the Scriptures, they searched for the answer to have
eternal life; they were looking for the Promised One —
the Messiah. Yet Jesus said they were unwilling to
“come to Him”. This seems conflictory and
contradictory.

Richard Blackaby observes, “It is possible to be an
expert in the Bible yet be ignorant of Christ. Scripture
is not an end in itself. It points us to Christ, who is our
life.” 1

Have you been reading your Bible and having
devotion daily with an open heart and allowing God to
speak to you? When is your last encounter with God
in your quiet time? When you are searching or
studying your Bible, have you been confronted and
convicted by the Holy Spirit of your past wrong-
doings? If so, what have you done about them?

The Jews were determined not to know Jesus, because
they wanted to approach God and eternal life in their
own ways.

Come to Jesus and learn of His humility and His
passion for the lost souls. Evangelism and missions
are not an assignment but a life — a life that lives out
Christ Himself.

! Blackaby, Henry and Richard (el et): Blackaby Study Bible — Personal
Encounter With God Through His Word. Nelson’s Press, Nashville: 2006.
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