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My faith journey began in high school as a young
teenager. Before that time I had never stepped foot into a
church, never heard or understood the Gospel, and never
read, or even knew, about the Bible. But I believe God had
been working in my life little by little until Easter Sunday
1986. On that Sunday I responded to an altar call by the
pastor. I heard how the emptiness in my heart was replaced
with hope in Christ. I learned how God accepted and loved
me even though I had sinned against Him. That day I began
my new relationship with my Heavenly Father and was
baptized later that year. My passion to know God and His
Word began those months after my conversion as I read the
Gospels each night to learn more about Jesus and what He
did.

After entering university I changed majors a couple of times,
confused about what to pursue in the future. I gained
clarity my sophomore year. That winter I attended
Urbana ’90 and the following summer I joined a Campus
Crusade Summer Project in San Francisco. Those events,
along with many discussions and prayers with mentors and
pastors, led me to believe that God was calling me into full-
time ministry.

However, many close to me suggested I first work before
entering seminary. After graduating from college I spent two
years at an environmental engineering firm doing both field
and office work. I was quite thankful for the job and the
experience, but did not feel fulfilled in secular
employment. When the company laid me off during a slow
stretch, 1 saw the opportunity to pursue a seminary
degree. With a baby just arrived, and little savings, we
moved in with Lori’s parents in San Jose. I attended Western
Seminary for the Master of Divinity program the next four
years.

During that time I also started attending a Chinese church in
San Jose where I became involved in every aspect of the
English ministry as an intern. That internship experience,
along with the blessing of church leadership, helped me
confirm my calling to serve God among His people. As an
American Born Chinese (ABC), I felt particularly burdened
to shepherd those who primarily speak English in an
Asian/Chinese ministry context. My experience since
serving in five English congregations in Chinese churches
over the past fourteen years has only strengthened my sense
of calling from God to serve Him in this capacity.

God has called me first to salvation and into His family, and
second to serve Him vocationally. I often draw strength from
one of my favorite verses: But he said to me [Paul], “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor.
12:9). As I look back over the years, I see God’s fingerprints
all over the events of my life in working through my
weaknesses and limitations. God willing, I will continue to
serve Him with the strength, gifts, and energy He gives me to
“make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19-20).
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