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Richard Foster writes, “Superficiality is the curse
of our age.” I agree with what he writes. Today
we have largely traded wisdom for information.
We have exchanged depth for breadth. Why?
It’s because we're living in a restless and hurry
lifestyle. Even in the realm of spirituality, we
want to microwave maturity. We seek for
immediate  result instead of lifelong
transformation.

I believe the cure of superficiality is laid in one of
Jesus’ famous sayings — John 15:5 “I am the vine;
you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.” The keyword is
REMAIN/ABIDE. We can see that remaining is
necessary to produce any fruit, which is not
information but manifestation of Christ-like
character and biblical wisdom in life. We can
also see that not remaining means the branch
will be useless.

So, what does it mean to REMAIN in Christ?
Jesus made it more specific when He said in
John 15:7 “If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be given you.” To “remain in Christ” means we
spend time focusing on Him and His words. In
practical terms, it means we spend time reading,
studying, and meditating on the Bible and then
let God’s truth permeate into our mind and life.
So we have a daily choice to make. Will we
spend time in prayer? Will we open the Bible
and read? Will we focus on Christ? Do you want
to make this daily choice to remain in Jesus?
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